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News Editor  
 
It is our unfortunate reality that some 
individuals of this world are intolerant of 
sexual orientations other than heterosexu-
al, gender identities other than male or 
female.  
While there are many great aspects 
of the Rose-Hulman community, it is ra-
ther naïve to assume that no such individ-
uals exist within our community, or even 
among the family members of students.  
Regardless of your views on sexual 
orientation and gender identity, to claim 
that no one in our Rose-Hulman commu-
nity aligns with a non-heterosexual orien-
tation requires an incredible act of denial 
comparable to that a Flat Earth theorist 
must perform every day they spend on this 
planet. 
Thus, the intersection between the 
Rose-Hulman and the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity can result in situations in which 
those of the LGBTQIA+ community are 
side-by-side with the very people intoler-
ant of their identity and/or sexual orienta-
tion. In this way, there is a risk associated 
with a student or faculty revealing their 
sexual orientation or gender identity to any 
other member of RHIT. Even people who 
have good intentions yet remain unin-
formed about the risks of coming out as 
non-heterosexual can unknowingly expose 
people to those intolerant of their beliefs. It 
is important that LGBTQIA+ members 
find others within RHIT who are support-
ive of them, especially when these mem-
bers’ family backgrounds reject such be-
liefs. 
Unfortunately, this hasn’t been easy 
for students in the past, and their struggles 
have served as the motivation for some-
thing called Safe Zone training sessions.  
Their aim is to offer an opportunity 
to any member of the Rose-Hulman com-
munity that wishes to avoid being unsup-
portive of LGBTQIA+ people to educate 
themselves about issues people who are 
coming out face.  
“The goal of the program is to edu-
cate members of the Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology about LGBTQIA+ peo-
ple and the important parts of allyship, 
such as pronoun usage and how to support 
students who are coming out,” said Xan-
der Lacrampe, a Rose student who plays a 
key role in facilitating Safe Zone training 
sessions.  
It is the hope of these programs that 
these opportunities will increase the num-
ber of supportive members of the Rose-
Hulman community, making it a more 
welcoming environment for those previ-
ously-mentioned members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community and for those yet 
to attend our school. 
Safe Zone training sessions are split 
into two categories: general training ses-
sions and advanced training sessions. 
While it is recommended that anyone in-
terested in this opportunity attend a gen-
eral training session before attending an 
advanced version, both provide an oppor-
tunity to learn something new.  
“While the Advanced trainings cover 
topics that some people may find more 
complex than those in the General train-
ing, we review the bare bones concepts 
from the General training during the Ad-
vanced trainings so people can learn from 
the Advanced trainings without having 
attended the General training,” said Xan-
der in an email last Friday. 
General Safe Zone training sessions 
usually address terminology, privilege, 
subtle forms of homophobia, and under-
standing the differences between biological 
sex, gender identity, and sexual orientation 
in the span of 2 hours. These sessions usu-
ally preclude their advanced counterparts, 
but this quarter is an exception.  
The group of students in charge of 
coordinating these training sessions and 
Dr. Dosmar of the Biomedical Engineering 
Department are revamping the General 
training session. In addition to cutting it 
down from its 2-hour duration, the em-
phasis will rest on providing support for 
students who are thinking of coming out. 
What’s more, each general training session 
includes an anonymous Q&A session for 
any questions attendees may have. 
There are currently two kinds of ad-
vanced training sessions which alternate 
every quarter. The session offered this 
quarter will focus on terminology relating 
to transgender and non-binary gender 
identities.  
“We cover gender identity focused 
terminology, play games to practice proper 
pronoun usage and how to apologize if you 
make a mistake, discuss gender dysphoria, 
and educate attendees about what public 
facilities transgender community mem-
bers are allowed to use,” says Xander. 
The other type of advanced training 
session, which will be offered next quarter, 
focuses on asexual/aromantic identities 
and the terminology used to talk about 
them. 
Safe Zone began offering training 
sessions in the fall/winter of 2015, and this 
Wednesday (January 16) the first Safe 
Zone session of 2019 will be held in MU 
170 from 4:20 p.m. - 5:20 p.m. As men-
tioned before, it will cover transgender and 
non-binary identities. If you are indeed 
interested in being a supportive member of 
the RHIT community or even simply har-
bor a curiosity about the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity here at Rose-Hulman and what 
kinds of hardships they face, consider at-
tending this week’s advanced training ses-
sion. You can RSVP for the event via 
my.rose-hulman.edu, and if you have any 
questions regarding Safe Zone training 
sessions feel free to contact Dr. Dosmar 
who serves as the student group’s advisor. 
Page 4: Old School Rap and the Spiderverse 
Page 5: Keep up with Lifestyle 
Page 6: Bordering on Madness 
Page 7: Sports! 
Dara Naf iu  
 
N ew s  E d ito r  
 
Rose Riot  is  an a nnual  
Rose -Hulman t radit io n col la b-
orat ively  organized  by  the  
Res idence Hal l  As sociat ion  
and t he Stud ent  Act iv it ies  
Board .  Ta king  pl ace  just  af t er  
Wint er  Brea k,  the event  co mes  
at  a  t ime when student  morale  
is  at  i ts  lo west ,  and over  the  
years  has  bec ome a  s ymbol  o f   
 
 
 
 
 
 
campus bond ing .  On Saturday 
January  1 2t h,  hund reds  of  
Rose -Hulman stud ents  came 
toget her  to  f ind t ha t  may be 
winter  quart er  is n ’ t  quit e  so  
bad a fter  a l l !  
 
 
 
 
 
The Rose Thorn 
Meet Tuesdays  
O259 5:15pm 
Floor/hall dinner became campus dinner as Rose students 
gathered to spend time with friends over some great food.  
Photo by Dara Nafiu 
Volunteers donned bright pink Rose Riot shirts and even brighter smiles to help 
with everything from setting up lawn games to unloading an serving food. Delica-
cies from local Terre Haute staples like Taj Mahal, J. Gumbos, Panda Express, and 
Rick’s Smokehouse kept the lines long and plates full!  
Photo by Dara Nafiu 
Held in the expansive SRC auditorium, Rose Riot featured more than just food: 
students could choose between two Nintendo Switches and a PlayStation 4 Pro, 
the wallyball courts, dodgeball, Spikeball, cornole, and even go-kart racing.    
Photo by Dara Nafiu 
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Riddle of the Week: Many things can create one, it can be of any shape or size, it is 
created for various reasons, and it can shrink or grow with time. What is it?  
 
Come to our C-Think info session on Thursday at 7:30 in M103 for the answer! 
For more info contact: hendritc@rose-hulman.edu 
 
 
Last Weeks Answer: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 
Creativity Call 
Categories: 
Rose News (pg. 1) 
World News (pg. 3) 
Entertainment (pg. 4) 
Lifestyle (pg. 5) 
Opinions (pg. 6) 
Sports (pg. 7) 
Flipside (pg. 8) 
Prizes: 
1
st 
place = $100 
2nd place = $50 
3rd place = $25 
Prizes will be distributed as 
pre-paid Visa cards 
by The Rose Thorn 
Rules: 
1. Submit your piece to maquelea@rose-
hulman.edu by 11:59pm on January 14th! 
2. One submission per person. 
3. Indicate your desired category as part of your 
submission. 
4. If you request anonymity, your name will be 
withheld from the publication, but you can 
still receive the prize. 
5. Even if you don’t win, we may publish your 
piece in future issues. 
Win up to $100 for your writing! 
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More Than a Dancing Queen 
Ocasio-Cortez’s Radical Groundbreaking Legislation 
Inco ming Representat ive  Al-
exand ria  Ocas io -Cort ez ,  a  Dem-
ocrat  fro m N ew Yo rk,  is  a l ready  
ma king  a  na me for  hersel f  in  
Congress .  She has  prev iously  
stated  that  s he want s  to  pus h  
the Democrat ic  Part y  towa rds  
“Democrat ic  Soc ial is t ”  po l ic ies ,  
such  as  free  tuit ion  a nd u niver-
sal  heal t hcare .  
She has  pro pos ed a  b i l l  s he  
cal ls  the “Green New Deal  
(GN D),”  a p iece  of  l eg is lat ion  
designed to  e l iminat e  most  of  
the count ry ’s  rel ia nce  on fossi l  
fuels .  In  ea rly  Dec ember,  
Ocasio -Cortez  pro vided s ome 
detai ls .  To  start ,  S he l ikened  
her  l eg is lat ion to  importa nt  
histo ric  l aws ,  s tat ing  that  her  
idea  would  be “ the New Deal ,  
the Great  Society ,  the moon  
shot ,  the c ivi l -r ights  movement  
of  ou r  generat io n. ”  The  prima ry  
goal  o f  her  plan  i s  to  e l iminat e  
a l l  e lectr ic i t y  produc ed by  fos-
s i l  fu els  a nd to  s witch  the  coun-
try  over  to  co mpletel y  renewa-
ble  a nd c lea n power sources ,  
especial ly  wind a nd s olar  po w-
er.  S he  a lso  stat ed  that  s he  
plans  to  “ [u pgrade]  every  res i -
dent ia l  a nd  industr ia l  bui ld ing  
for  stat e -of- the -art  energy ef f i-
c ienc y,  co mfort  a nd s afety ”  a nd  
“[repa ir ]  and [ impro ve]  t rans -
portat ion  and  ot her  infrast ruc-
ture,”  inc lud ing wa ter  inf ra-
structure .  Ocas io -Cortez ’s  draft  
a lso  a ims to  e l iminate  
“greenhou se gas  emis sions  fro m 
the  ma nufactu ring ,  a gricul tural  
and ot her  industr ies . ”  
All  at  once these reso lut ions  
wil l  be  d if f icul t  t o  ac hieve,  es -
pec ial ly  becaus e t he  pr ice  the  
Unit ed  States  wil l  ha ve to  pay  
has  not  y et  been co mpletely  and  
of f ic ia l ly  analyz ed .  Some 
sources  est imat e tr i l l io ns  of  
dol lars  would  ha ve t o  be s pent  
to  achieve the GND. Regardl ess  
of  tho se d etai l s ,  Oca sio -Cort ez  
(assu ming she gets  t he suppo rt  
need ed to  pass  t he bi l l )  plans  
for  the GN D to  take  ef fect  in  
2020,  and fo r  i ts  ef fects  to  be  
carried  out  by  2030.  
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez has quickly instated herself at the center of national debate on radical re-
form aimed at curtailing economic and environmental disaster. 
Photo Courtesy of Wikipedia 
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Brazil’s Path Under Bolsonaro 
On the f irst  d ay  of  the new 
year ,  a  new Braz i l ian  pres ident  
was  s worn into  o f f ic e .  Coming  
out  of  the s econd vot ing round  
of  the 201 8 elect ion  wit h 55%  
of  the popular  vote ,  the nomi-
nee o f  the Social  Liberty  Party ,  
Jair  Bolsona ro is  no w t he  3 8th  
presid ent  o f  Braz i l .  
The s ignif icanc e of  the 201 8 
elect ion s hould  not  be  und er-
stated,  as  i t  comes of f  of  t he  
largest  corru pt io n s candal  in  
Lat in A merica n his tory.  The 
st i l l  o ngo ing fed eral  invest iga -
t ion ,  kno wn as  O perat ion Ca r  
Wash,  ha s  hea vi ly  impl icat ed 
Braz i l ’s  Workers ’  Pa rty .  Wit h 
the invest igat io n so  far  ha ving  
tracked bi l l io ns  o f  Brazi l ian re-
als  and arrest ed over  100 peo-
ple ,  inc luding t he former l eader  
of  the Workers ’  Pa rt y  and fo r-
mer Brazi l ian pres ident  Lul a  
Inác io  Lul a  da  Si l va ,  many Bra -
zi l ia ns  fe l t  d is i l lusioned wit h  
the  previo us  go vernment  a nd 
desired c hange .  This  paved t he  
way fo r  Bol sona ro ’s  opposit io n 
campaign  in  A pr i l  201 8,  as  Bol -
sonaro  beca me the f ro nt -runner  
according to  a l l  majo r  pol ls  a f-
ter  Former P res ident  Lula ’s  ar -
rest .  
In add it io n to  extreme go v-
ernment  co rru pt io n,  Braz i l  re-
cent ly  h it  a  reco rd h igh ho mi-
c ide cou nt  of  63 ,880 (29.9 
homic ides  per  1 00,000 while  
the US has  4.9  ho micid es  per  
100,000) dur ing 2016.  In re-
sponse Bolsona ro ra n  on a  con-
servat ive  pl at form emphas iz ing 
a  return  to  trad it io nal  family  
values  and  a  t ough stance  on  
cr ime,  paint ing h im a s  the  ant i -
esta bl is hment  c and id ate  as  wel l  
as  “ the Bra zi l ian  Donald  
Tru mp”  to  ma ny su pporters  a nd 
cr it ic s .O n a  s imilar  note,  he  i s  
a lso  stro ngl y  o pposed to  le f t -
wing pol ic ies  su ch a s  same -sex 
marr ia ge ,  a bort ion ,  s ecular ism 
at  a  s tate  level ,  environmental  
regul at io ns  a nd immigrat ion .  
While  Bolso naro was  not  
touched  by  O pera t ion Ca r  
Wash,  he does  not  ha ve a n u n-
controvers ia l  pol i t ic al  reco rd.  
For  ex ample ,  he  ma de publ ic  
s tatements  ad miring t he Braz i l -
ian mil i tary  d ictato rship t hat  
ruled  from 1964 to  1 985 ,  c la im-
ing i t  l ead  to  “a more  susta ina -
ble  and pros perous  Brazi l ”  a nd 
during  the 2015  he was  c ourt  
ordered to  pay 10 ,000 real s  to  
Braz i l ian pol i t ic ian Maria  do  
Rosar io  for  stat ing  in  an  inter-
view t hat  s he is  not  “wort h ra p-
ing;  s he is  very  u gl y ” .  Bolso -
naro  is  a lso  on reco rd say ing 
that  Ha it ia n,  S enegal ese ,  Bol iv-
ian  immigrant s  a nd S yria n ref-
ugees  who arr ive  in  Braz i l  are  
mil i tary  threats  and  “scu m of  
the wor ld ” .  Des pite  some o f  
thes e exa mples  f rom a  long  l i s t  
of  cont rovers ia l  s tatement s ,  h is  
hard stanc e on  cr ime and a nt i -
esta bl is hment  rheto ric  carr ied  
him to  win more t ha n 10  mil-
l ion votes  over  h is  o pponent .  
Now as  t he  3 8t h presid ent  
of  Braz i l ,  Bols onaro must  meet  
his  c ampa ign promis es  of  ad-
dress ing an  out  o f  control  
bud get  def ic i t ,  h igh  c r ime rates  
and immigrat ion iss ues.  H ow-
ever  o nly  t wo weeks  into  h is  
term, he a l ready  faces  scrut iny  
for  interv iews  and  t weets  t hat  
run at  odds  wit h h is  senio r  
a ides  a nd ca binet .  Fo r  exa mpl e 
on Jan.  4 ,  Bolso naro to ld  re-
port ers  t hat  he  was  increa sing  
the ta x  on  f inanc ial  operat io ns  
while  cutt ing t he  highest  in-
come t ax  rate ,  onl y  to  be  
pro mpt  a  denial  f rom an under-
secret ary  to  Eco no mic  Minister  
Paulo  Gued es  and Chief  of  Staf f  
Onyx Lorenzo ni .  
Des pite  t he current  bums in  
pu bl ic  rel at io ns  regarding  
Braz i l ’s  f inanc ial  pl a ns  moving 
forwa rd,  the Braz i l ian stoc k 
market  has  been  one  of  t he  best  
performing in  t he world  over  
the  past  s ix  mont hs  wit h  a  Bo -
ves pa sto ck ind ex increas e of  
25%  after  Bolso naro ’ s  win  and  
many  foreign  invest ors  were 
in it ia l ly  been pl eas ed that  the 
Econo mic  Minister  Guedes  had 
assembl ed a  t eam of  orthodo x 
econo mist s ,  many of  who m 
were educated t hat  t he Univer-
s ity  of  Chic ago .  Ho peful ly  a  
comprehens ive  pla n wil l  be  uni-
lateral ly  a greed u po n by t he  
new Braz i l ian  ad ministrat io n,  
but  u nfortu nately  the  trend of  
contrad ict io ns  a nd c oncess ions  
by  t he  new administrat ion  im-
ply  t hat  there  is  a  l ac k of  co he-
sion  and u nit y .  
This  is  part icul arly  trou-
bl ing  in  t he  Braz i l ia n pensio n 
reform pro pos als .  W ith Braz i l ’s  
e lderly  soo n account ing  for  one 
third  o f  t he  po pula t ion ,  t he  
current  model  for  pens ions  is  
pro ject ed to  ta ke up 23% of  t he  
GDP , ma king  pens io n  refo rm a  
key stone in  Bolsona ro ’s  eco -
nomic  a genda a nd arguably  one 
of  t he  mo st  impo rta nt  issu es  
Braz i l  current l y  fac es .  While  
Bolsonaro  pro posed  t he  re form 
bi l l ,  i t  is  co nsid ered t o  be a  wa-
tered -down versio n of  what  wa s  
pro mised  on  the c ampa ign trai l  
and t hreat ens  to  o nl y  prolong 
the debate  by  k icking  the  i ssue  
down the road.  Acc ording t o  
the Brazi l ian  pol i t ic al  consul -
tancy Factual ,  “The  pol i t ical  
and eco no mic  t ea ms are  at  
odds.  There is  a  lac k  of  co he-
sion a nd even coo rdinat io n be-
tween Presid ent  Bolsonaro ' s  
c losest  a ides ” .  
The u npopular ity  o f  t he  cur-
rent  bi l l  has  l ef t  the ad min-
istrat ion  des perate  fo r  pol i t ical  
capita l  in  ord er  to  pass  i t .  
Need ing to  appeal  to  the ir  con-
servat ive  bas e,  as  wel l  as  farm 
and gun lo bbies ,  Bols onaro  ha s  
recent ly  made  pol i t i cal  mo ves  
af fect ing educat ion ,  indigenous 
land,  immigrat ion -ba sed pol i-
c ies .  
Rec ent ly ,  t he ed ucat ion  
minist ry  guid el ines  have been  
modi f ied  so  t hat  t ext boo ks  are  
no longer  required t o  conta in  
i l lustrat ions  sho wing the  
“ethnic  divers ity  of  t he Bra zi l i -
an po pulat ion” ,  pos it ive  images  
of  wo men a re  no l onger  re-
quired  and even  the  requ ire-
ment  fo r  no  s pel l ing  mista kes  
or  print ing  errors  ha s  been re-
moved.  It  should  a lso  be noted  
that  text boo ks  are  st i l l  not  a l -
lowed to  add ress  any precon-
cept ions  on sexu al  or ient at io n.  
Al l  o f  thes e cha nges  be ing in  
l ine  with Brazi l ’ s  educat io n 
minist er  Ric ardo Rodriguez ’ s  
pro mise  to  stamp out  “cultural  
Marx ism ”  a nd gend er - ident ity  
“ ideo logy ” .  
Regard ing Braz i l ’s  ind ige-
nous po pulat ion ,  o n Bolso-
naro ’s  seco nd day in  of f ic e  he  
issued a n ex ecut ive  order  that  
s tr ips  Bra zi l ’s  indigenous  af-
fa irs  agency  of  t he ir  po wer to  
mark la nd as  belo nging to  the 
ind igenous po pulat io n,  instead 
appoint ing  the A gricul tural  
Ministry  res po ns ibl e  for  the 
“ ident i f icat ion ,  d el imitat io n,  
dema rcat io n and regis trat ion of  
lands  trad it io nal ly  oc cupied  by  
ind igenous  peo pl e. ”  This  mo ve  
created  publ ic  outra ge from en-
vironmental ist  and  hu man 
r ights  grou ps o ver  t he  pres er-
vat io n of  t he ra inforest  and t he  
l ives  o f  t he  900,000 indigenous 
peo pl e  l iv ing in  Braz i l .  
These  f irst  few act ions  by  
the new administrat io n are  c er-
tainly  not  out  of  cha racter  fro m 
what  was  seen a nd  promised  
during t he ca mpaign.  Bolsonaro  
seems  set  on  his  po l ic ies  de-
spite  outcry  from the  lef t -
leaning po pulat ions  in  Brazi l ,  
and plans  to  cont inu e his  
changes  to  t he  count ry  by  re-
forming immigrat io n  pol ic ies ,  
easing  gun -owners hip pol ic ies  
and st rengt hening  t ies  wit h t he  
U.S  as  he ’s  expres sed  great  ad-
mirat io n for  Donald  Tru mp ’s  
rheto ric  and ideals .  Overal l ,  
Bolsa naro ’s  administrat ion has  
la id  t he ir  pla ns  o ut  c learly  to  
the pu bl ic ,  fo l lowing the trends  
other  new r ight - leaning ad min-
istrat ions  l ike  the U S and t he  
UK and ma inta in ing the rheto-
r ic  of  a l t -r ight  af f i l ia ted  pol i t i -
cal  grou ps l ike  those in  Germa-
ny,  Pola nd ,  Austral ia  and Ja -
pan,  and  is  focused  on o bta in-
ing t he ir  goals  by  a ny mea ns  
regardless  o f  who  i t  might  af -
fect .  
Jonathan Kawauchi 
Staff Writer 
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Set in Boston, Massachu-
setts in 1989, this book contains 
the attempts of two friends to 
unravel the mysteries of what 
was at the time a new genre of 
music called hip-hop or rap. 
Mark Costello, a native of Bos-
ton, received a call from his old 
college roommate David Foster 
Wallace early 1989 saying that 
he would be coming to Boston to 
pursue a Ph.D. in Philosophy at 
Harvard University that fall. 
What they discovered over the 
summer of ’89, is that both 
shared, “an uncomfortable, 
somewhat furtive, and distinc-
tively white enthusiasm for a 
certain music called rap/hip-
hop.”  
That “two highbrow up-
scale whites” such as themselves 
would develop an affinity for rap 
music was, as they described it, 
“just plain incongruous.”  They 
describe rap as a closed genre, a 
genre that is easy to dance to, 
but hard to understand. Why 
does the rapper insist on repeat-
edly referring to himself and his 
entitlement to money, sex, and 
fame? It is often because of this 
incessant self-reference that rap 
is the recipient of plenty of nega-
tive criticism from the dedicated 
fans of rock. 
Although this is now al-
most 30 years later, I am re-
minded of the many times I’ve 
overheard the grumblings of 
middle-aged white folks subject-
ed to what is now pop music or 
rap: “What has happened to mu-
sic these days?” “You never know 
what the kids are listening to,” 
“Why are they so angry?” 
“Sounds like someone’s stepping 
on a cat,” which, now that I men-
tion it, sounds a whole lot like 
my own thoughts whenever my 
suitemate queues up some 
“bangers” courtesy of artists like 
6ix9ine and XXXTentacion. 
This negative criticism 
isn’t only the cries of baby-
boomers about the pain in their 
eardrums; it also blames rap for 
the increasingly violent situa-
tions in highly populated, low-
income urban areas. Part of what 
David Foster Wallace and Mark 
Costello do is attempt to counter 
this criticism, and argue that rap 
may actually be a helpful genre. 
Signifying Rappers is the 
attempt of two men to unravel 
the mysteries of rap from an out-
sider’s perspective. Neither of 
these men grew up in the same 
environment described by the 
lyrics of rap music, yet their in-
vestigation into rap is extremely 
useful for anyone else who is in-
terested in trying to understand 
why rap is here and where it is 
going. On that note, let me be 
clear that this work is definitely 
outdated. To give you an idea of 
just how outdated I’m talking 
about, the artists whose songs 
they analyze include, Run DMC, 
Public Enemy, L.L. Cool J., Ice 
T., and Flavor Flav. If you have 
no idea who these people are, 
then, to give you a better idea of 
just how old-school rap I’m talk-
ing about, Flavor Flav is two 
months older than the Vice Pres-
ident of the United States (Mike 
Pence). Even Wallace acknowl-
edges that rap changes so quick-
ly that by the time his writings 
reach his intended audience, 
they will be out-of-date. But this 
does not invalidate their 
thoughts, nor does it make read-
ing this a waste of time. Over the 
years, rap has certainly evolved, 
but understanding its origins is 
very valuable for anyone inter-
ested in what it has to say about 
American culture. 
In the process of grap-
pling with the mysteries of the 
rap genre, Costello and Wallace 
share their thoughts about other 
questions. For instance, why are 
white people so drawn to rap 
when often times the genre 
seems so anti-white? Is it truly 
anti-white? Is rap misogynistic? 
Why are the lyrics often times so 
violent? How did rap originate? 
What are some defining charac-
teristics of rap? How can we 
compare rap to poetry?  What 
does rap music offer that rock 
music cannot? 
All of these they answer to 
some degree, but I did have 
some difficulty coming away 
from the book with an overall 
lesson about rap or rap as it was 
30 years ago. It is possible that 
this is a consequence of finishing 
half of the book, taking a break, 
and coming back to it about a 
month later. Nevertheless, I felt 
as if the authors should have giv-
en more attention to the last 
question in particular: What 
does rap offer that rock music 
does not? In other words, what 
do you say to all of the critics of 
rap who dismiss the genre as 
nothing but a group of people 
proclaiming their entitlement to 
money, sex, and fame in the 
most vulgar way possible? What 
do you say to those who argue 
that rap is promoting gang vio-
lence, or that rap is just some 
profanity-riddled, self-obsessed 
form of poetry? Perhaps they did 
give this plenty of attention, and 
I simply didn’t have the capacity 
to comprehend their thoughts. If 
this is the case, I would argue 
that it is a result of the language 
in which they clothed their re-
buttal. Both of the authors are 
brilliant men, but I felt as if their 
arguments were often dressed in 
such intricate language that it 
was easy to lose track of the 
overarching idea. Then again, 
handling this heavy wording and 
mental gymnastics may take lit-
tle effort for a more advanced 
reader. 
As to be expected from 
any book with David Foster Wal-
lace’s name on it, the sentences 
that comprise it are simultane-
ously lengthy and grammatically 
correct. With references to art-
ists, critics, and events involved 
in the music scene well before 
my birth, Wallace’s thoughts 
were at times hard to follow. I 
attribute some of this difficulty 
to my ability as reader, and the 
acrobatic phrases and sentences 
did not make things easier. How-
ever, when I was able to compre-
hend several paragraphs at a 
time, I found the result im-
mensely rewarding. Wallace puts 
so much thought into almost 
every sentence, and it’s a shame 
that we don’t have more people 
like him in the world. 
Lauren Wiseman 
Staff Writer 
 
 The Spider-Man franchise 
has changed hands, changed studios, 
and changed Spider-Men for nearly 
twenty years (I know, I can’t believe it 
either). Many people felt that the 
choice of Tom Holland for the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe was a step in 
the right direction, while a significant 
number still cling to Tobey Maguire 
and the Sam Raimi films as the gold 
standard. That is all about to change 
with Sony’s Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse. From the minds of 
Phil Lord (of The Lego Movie fame) 
and Rodney Rothman, Into the Spi-
der-Verse delivers the most refresh-
ing take on the character yet. 
 Miles Morales is having a 
hard time adjusting to a new school, 
a situation that is not helped by a ra-
dioactive spider bite. Now his fingers 
are sticking to everything, and he 
finds himself stuck in the middle of a 
violent altercation between Spider-
Man and the Green Goblin. When 
Spider-Man is unable to destroy the 
particle accelerator Doc Ock built for 
notorious and ruthless crime boss 
Kingpin, Spider-Man charges Miles 
to finish the job. Thanks to the parti-
cle accelerator, though, Miles isn’t 
alone. He has the help of Spider-
Man…and Spider-Man Noir…and 
Spider-Gwen…and SP//dr…and Spi-
der-Ham. And maybe, along the 
way, he can become Spider-Man too. 
Phil Lord clearly gets Spider-Man. 
He and the rest of the creative team 
crafted a movie with top-notch hu-
mor that references the best and the 
worst of the existing Spider-Man 
universe. Their movie is full of heart-
felt moments that left me and my 
brother bawling in the theater. The 
movie is so smart with its writing, 
knowing when to focus on one char-
acter and when to focus on the next. 
That alone was one of the biggest 
strong suits of the film: each and eve-
ry one of the Spider-Men, -Women, 
and -Hams were unique, engaging, 
and warm. They had their own sto-
ries to tell without detracting from 
Miles’s story, and their stories helped 
bolster the central arc in a smart, in-
telligent way. It is a rare occasion that 
a movie manages to balance so many 
main characters and make each of 
them memorable. 
 Of those Spider-Men, I have 
to say my personal favorite was sad 
dad-bod Peter B. Parker, played ex-
quisitely by Jake Johnson. His arc 
was surprisingly real—dealing with a 
mid-life crisis and reconciling with 
his glory days being behind him—
and I absolutely loved every second 
of it. That being said, Nicolas Cage as 
Spider-Man Noir is inspired and is 
worth the price of admission on its 
own. 
 Now, while the other Spider-
Folks are fantastic, they all take a 
narrative backseat to Miles Morales. 
Shameik Moore perfectly captures 
Miles’s struggle to fit in at his new 
school and find himself while juggl-
ing his newfound responsibilities. 
His voice complimented the skillful 
animation to create an intense and 
moving performance. 
 Speaking of that animation, 
this movie was one of the most 
unique, stunning visual experiences I 
have ever witness on the big screen. 
It looked like a comic book for some 
sequences, but then there were some 
sequences that looked realistic 
enough to be from a live-action mov-
ie. At the same time, though, it was 
totally its own thing. Sony completely 
redeemed itself of The Emoji Movie 
(yes, somehow that was the same 
studio). 
 I left the theater wanting to 
see more of the characters, more of 
this world, and I was ready to just 
turn right back around and watch it a 
second time. It was that good. I have 
no complaints, nor would I have no-
ticed anything to complain about 
without watching pickier reviewers. 
This movie was one of the best ani-
mated movies of the past decade, 
and I say that with all seriousness 
and no hyperbole. 
 And, to top it all off, it had my 
new favorite Stan Lee cameo. For a 
cameo written before Lee’s death, it 
felt like they planned it all along. It 
was a poignant and beautiful mo-
ment in the movie, a message that 
everyone needs to hear. 
Run, don’t walk to see Spider
-Man: Into the Spider-Verse. The 
love, passion, and hard work of the 
entire creative team is on full display 
and the emotional journey this film 
will take you on will leave you in-
spired, uplifted, and grinning from 
ear-to-ear.  
Happy 2019 peeps! Feel free to send any question or comments about the content of this page to bimadk@rose-hulman.edu 
Not your regular squad 
Image Courtesy of IMDb.com 
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Over the past few months a 
new genre of music has erupted 
from the depths of YouTube for a 
reason that no one truly intended. 
Youtubes recommendation algo-
rithm is not perfect and there are 
many times in which a video will 
be recommended for a large group 
of people. This can have various 
repercussions although many 
times these go unnoticed and get 
lost in the midst of the internet.  
Havinf said that there a few 
times when the stars align and a 
we are subject to a whole new side 
of a topic we never even knew ex-
isted.  
This is exactly what happened 
when recently when the realm of 
Japanese City Pop was shown 
through the depths of YouTube as 
it was a very popular Genre in Ja-
pan in the 1980s.  
Tracks such as Mariya Taku-
chi’s plastic love and Taeko 
Ohnuki’s 4:00 am have  gained 
massive popularity in various in-
ternet communities. Some of 
these tracks have even found 
more success today than they ever 
received in the past. 
To take a deep dive into what 
citypop actually is  I would com-
pare it to a mix of classic Ameri-
can disco,  funk, and soul with 
heavy bass lines and catchy cho-
ruses along with the quintessen-
tial Japanese influence of which 
all this music is based upon.   
Any fans of the classic London 
band Jamiroquai will definitely 
find a similarity with this Genre 
of music. 
The lyrics of this music may 
not be in English although trans-
lations of the music have found 
their way onto YouTube alongside 
the multitude of covers around 
many of these popular tracks.  
Having said that more legitimate 
media outlets such as Apple mu-
sic and Spotify have not added 
many of the tracks to their librar-
ies so if you want to go on a city 
pop binge you may have to go di-
rectly to the depths of YouTube or 
SoundCloud.  
On Soundcloud itself I found 
many different remixes and a very 
wide array of playlists and classic 
citypop tracks that I was  unable 
to find anywhere else.  
I feel that this genre of music 
really shows an interesting side to 
the internet  itself. The fact that 
trives of art such as this from a 
seemingly forgotten time can be 
found so easily and then with the 
right keywords we can find a com-
plete universe of music or other 
medium all in an afternoon is 
amazing and unsettling all at the 
same time.  The internet is both a 
chest of secrets and untouched 
portals to another dimension in 
both the best and worst ways pos-
sible. 
Recipe Courtesy of allrecepies.com 
Ingredients  
• 1 gallon snow  
• 1 (12 fluid ounce) can evaporated milk  
• 2 eggs, beaten  
• 1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract  
• 3/4 cup white sugar  
Prep Time: 10 Mins 
Wait Time: 10 Months 
Cook Time: You don’t cook ice 
cream 
Total Time: Way too much Just go buy some regular ice cream ill even lend you a few bucks 
Photos  Courtesy  imbaker.net 
Mariya Takeuchi—Plastic Love—1984 
.Photos Courtesy of  Soundcloud 
Directions 
1. In a large bowl, combine evaporated milk, eggs, vanilla and 
sugar until smooth. Gradually stir in snow until mixture 
reaches desired consistency. Eat at once.  
2. Realize that the snow you grabbed was not completely 
clean and throw away your ice cream 
3. Drive to Meijer / Walmart/ Aldi 
4. Buy some real ice cream 
5. As you wait in line you think about why you thought that it 
would be a good idea to make ice cream out of snow. 
Nutrition Facts 
312 calories; 
9.6 g fat 
47.4 g carbohydrates 
9.6 g protein 
120 mg cholesterol 
165 mg sodium.   
Taeko Ohnuki - 4 am—1979 
.Photos Courtesy of  SoundCloud 
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Image via: IndyStar 
It’s your opinion. 
Share it! 
Email Us: 
thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu  
Photo via: Getty Images 
   
 
Standout Performers 
Ryuji Aoki 
Craig McGee 
 
Standout Performers 
Ally Bromenschenkel 
Kayla Gerken 
 
RHIT SPORTS SCHEDULES 
Track & Field Swimming & Diving Basketball 
Jan 12: @ RHIT   
Jan 19: @ RHIT 
Jan 26: @ RHIT 
Feb 3: @ Bloomington, Ill 
Feb 10: @ Greencastle, Ind 
Feb 17: @ Anderson, Ind 
March 3: @ Ada, Ohio 
March 10: @ Birmingham, Ala 
March 17: @ William Welch Complex 
March 24: @ St. Louis, Mo 
March 30: @ Springfield, Ohio 
April 7: @ Greencastle, Ind 
April 14: @ Greencastle, Ind 
April 20: @ William Welch Complex 
April 27& 28: @ William Welch Complex 
May 4: @ Bloomington, Ind 
May 11: @ Berea, Ohio 
May 24—26: @ La Crosse, Wis 
Dec 1&2: @ University Of Ken-
tucky 
Jan 11: @ RHIT 
Jan 12: @ Bloomington, Ill 
Jan 18: @ Valparaiso, Ind 
Jan 19: @ Grand Rapids, Mich 
Jan 25: @ Franklin Community 
Middle School 
Feb 2: @ RHIT  
Feb 14-16: @ Vigo County Aquat-
ic Center 
 
 
Men Women 
Dec 5: Mt. St. Joseph 
Dec 8: Translyvania 
Dec 13: Boyce 
Dec 15: Manchester 
Dec 22: Millikin 
Jan 2: Hanover 
Jan 5: Earlham 
Jan 9:  Franklin 
Jan 12: Bluffton 
Jan 16: Anderson 
Jan 19: Defiance 
Jan 23: Mt. St. Joserph 
Jan 26: Translyvania 
Jan 30: Hanover 
Feb 2: Bluffton 
Feb 6: Franklin 
Feb 9: Earlham 
Feb 13: Anderson 
Feb 16: Manchester 
Dec 1: Defiance 
Dec 5: Mt. St. Joseph 
Dec 8: Transylvania 
Dec 15: Manchester 
Dec 18: Chicago 
Jan 2: Hanover 
Jan 5: Earlham 
Jan 9: Franklin 
Jan 12: Bluffton 
Jan 16: Anderson 
Jan 19: Defiance 
Jan 23: Mt. St. Joseph 
Jan 26: Transylvania 
Jan 30: Hanover 
Feb 2: Bluffton 
Feb 6: Franklin 
Feb 9: Earlham 
Feb 13: Anderson 
Feb 16: Manchester 
Basketball 1 2 Final 
Bluffton 33 22 55 
Rose-Hulman 22 27 49 
Unfortunately the men’s basketball team was unsuc-
cessful against Bluffton. This puts an end to their 6 
game winning streak. The team’s record is now at 10-
5 and 6-2. 
Bluffton  Rose-Hulman 
35 Rebounds 37 
14 Assists 5 
15 Turnovers 14 
16 Pts Off Turnovers 19 
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In the season opener for the Track and Field Team four schools took part in 
the event. Washington University managed to come out on top with Rose 
following close behind in second for both men and women. On the men’s 
side Eric Fiacable and Nathan Schrader both gained wins for the Engi-
neers. Fiacable in the weight throw and Schrader in the shot put.  For the 
women, Dara Smith gained first in the high jump. The team of Lauren Lon-
don, Mary-Helen Shomba, Tina Rogers, and Adekite Oladipupo won first in 
the 4-x-200 meter relay.  Congratulations to the team and good luck keep-
ing this momentum moving forward.  
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
 
RHIT Track & Field 
 
The Rose-Hulman Swimming and Diving Teams did quite well in the 
match against DePauw. Against the nationally ranked team,  Rose was able 
to win 8 events and 8 runner-up titles. Ethan Park won the 200-indivdual 
medley and the 200-breaststroke. Joshua Schnipke won the one-meter and 
three-meter in diving. Lauren Blake received top honors in the 100-
freestyle and Michaela Kivett won the one-meter for diving.  
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
RHIT Men’s Basketball 
RHIT SPORTS BOX SCORES 
Photo by Rose-Hulman Athletics 
Basketball 1 2 Final 3 4 
Bluffton 16 8 34 3 7 
RHIT 12 14 63 13 24 
RHIT Swimming & Diving 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
 
RHIT Women’s Basketball 
Hailey Hoover 
Sports Editor 
The Lady Engineers managed to pull out a win 
against Bluffton. Their strong defense was what 
brought them over the top.  The team’s record is cur-
rently at 10-5 overall and 7-1 in the HCAC. 
Bluffton  Rose-Hulman 
28 Rebounds 36 
6 Assists 15 
16 Turnovers 9 
0 Pts off Turnovers 20 
Flipside            8 
1. Stop eating slices of cheese from the fridge at 3 AM 
2. Stop walking out of the KIC emergency door - KIC stands 
for Kline Innovation Center. Change my mind. 
3. Start reading the Thorn every week 
4. Read textbook chapters before class 
5. Start eating cigarettes (it’s a metaphor) 
6. juul pods 
7. Vodka 
8. BE. AGGRESSIVE. BE BE. AGGRESSIVE. 
9. Become the Spider-Man of my universe ;) 
10.Start drug detox in time for internship drug test 
11. Start eating slices of cheese from the fridge at 11 PM 
12.Kick your Adderall habit 
13.Tithe to the Canadian border wall gofundme 
14.Watch the Detective Pikachu movie at least 5 times 
15. Memorize the script of the Bee Movie (again) 
16.Relearn your ABCs 
17. Finally learn how to connect your computer to the projec-
tors 
18.Become a level 35 mafia boss - That’s how mafia works 
19.Fix D116 printer 
20.Drink 8 gallons of water a day 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
"This is music history. Here we go: Porky the Pig."  
-Dr. Chapman 
 
"Whoever came up with that feature, I am going to 
murder them."  
-Dr. Simoni 
 
"What’s that thing, the Thorn? Usually I get quoted for 
something stupid.”"  
Dr. Herniter 
 
“If you’re going to die, go do it in Dr. Chang’s room."  
-Dr. Throne 
 
Student: “Can we cancel class?” 
Dr. Throne: “No, but you can sleep through it as usual.” 
  
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of 
context? Did you hear something amusing on your jaunt 
about the fine halls of this institution? We want to hear 
about it! Send your quotes with who said it to              
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty 
google form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1 
 
National  
Dress Up  
Your Pet Day 
 
National Hot 
Pastrami Sandwich 
Day 
 
National Clean Off 
Your Desk Day 
National  
Hat Day 
 
National 
Strawberry Ice 
Cream Day - For all 
three of those people 
that like strawberry 
ice cream 
National  
Fig Newton 
Day 
 
National Religious 
Freedom Day 
 
National Nothing 
Day - Maybe there 
shouldn’t be anything 
else here... 
National 
Hot 
Buttered Rum Day 
- For all those with 
weekend Wednes-
days 
National  
Thesaurus 
Day - Shout out to 
those thesaurus web-
sites for avoiding pla-
giarism 
 
National Michigan 
Day 
 
National Peking 
Duck Day 
World 
Quark Day 
 
National Popcorn 
Day 
National 
Disc Jockey 
Day 
 
National Cheese 
Lover’s Day - For 
all those people that 
just straight up eat 
blocks of cheese 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Happy New Year! Hope those sixth week tests don’t crush you. 
Please send an email with questions, concerns, or content to the Thorn Flipside Editor <thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu> Disclaimer: The Flipside is purely for fun! 
ny uncredited work above can be attributed to me, Rithvik Subramanya. 
Decent Chang of the Week 
“Dr. Chang, or ‘D Boogie’ as he should be called, is a great 
prof.” - Rate My Professor 
Rose-Hulman to Rename Winter Break 
 
Maureen Winterbreak  
Many more changes are happening on Rose-Hulman’s 
campus, some that even the campus community could not 
anticipate. The latest change came from the Naming Rose
-Hulman Things Committee meeting after the 2018-19 
winter break. It occurred to the committee that most stu-
dents actually did homework over break, and that some 
professors assigned homework specifically to be done 
during the time away from campus. As a result of this rev-
elation, the Naming Rose-Hulman Things Committee has 
elected to change the name “winter break” to “winter 
work-from-home.” 
“We understand that many students are commuters, and 
thus work from home all the time,” one committee mem-
ber explained. “However, for the majority of the students 
on campus, they return to their homes and, given the 
amount of work they have to do, it really is a bit of a mis-
nomer to call it a ‘break.’” 
During a town hall meeting to address the new change, 
one audience member—identified to be a 2015 Engineer-
ing Physics graduate of Rose-Hulman—asked why the 
committee did not propose a policy to not assign home-
work over break.  
Several members of the committee laughed at the ques-
tion. A designated committee member responded, “Do 
you think Rose-Hulman got to the place it was by giving 
students a chance to recharge their brains with loved 
ones?” After a fit of laughter, the committee member 
wiped a tear and added, “No, no. The real world doesn’t 
wait for engineering problems, and especially not over 
Christmas.” 
Another committee member spoke up, “Speaking of 
Christmas, we want our students to have a trial run of all 
the Christmases they will miss when they become parents 
themselves. It’s important they get used to the sensation 
of working over the holidays and missing out on what re-
ally matters.” 
This decision from the Naming Rose-Hulman Things 
Committee will go to the Board of Trustees and President 
Robert Coons in spring quarter. It is the hope of the com-
mittee that this change can also apply to spring break, 
earning the name of “spring work-from-home.” This re-
naming decision follows a long line of successfully imple-
mented naming decisions, such as dubbing the Mussallem 
Union “the Muzz.” 
“My Rose-Hulman is the greatest social media 
platform the world has ever seen. ”  
